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study of the doctrine or teaching of Paul. The first portion, which 

deals with Paul as a man, lacks in human touch. Paul is hardly more 

than a name, a thought, while in the discussion of Paul's journeys 

Dr. Cone has omitted reference to the work of Ramsay, and practically 

is oblivious to the entire question as to Galatia. At the same time his 

treatment of Pauline thought, though too often unsympathetic, at points 

is admirable, and, while we should be tempted to dissent most strongly 

from some of the conclusions which Dr. Cone has reached from his 

data, we are glad to recognize the completeness with which his material 

has been gathered. Had the book been written with a little more 

historical imagination, or had it been frankly called the Teaching of 

Paul, it would have gained in effectiveness. As it is, it is a book to be 

studied by every man who wishes to understand Paulinism. 

Shailer Mathews. 
The University of Chicago. 

KOMMENTAR ZUM ERSTEN BRIEFE DES ApOSTELS PAULUS AN DIE 

Thessalonicher. Von Dr. Adolph Johannes. Dillingen, 
a. D.: Verlag von Paul Tabor, 1898. Pp. x+357. M. 6. 

It is not necessary that a commentary on 1 Thessalonians should 
take a conservative or a radical view of the questions involved. For 
some of the most judicious among the critical commentators still class 
this with the four great epistles, Philippians, and Philemon as a genu- 
ine Pauline epistle. But it is necessary that any commentator seriously 
consider the grave questions out of which doubt of the epistle has 
arisen, and have some sense of the comparative value of arguments 
pro and con. It is not the position, but the adequacy, of the commen- 
tary that is open to criticism. 

There are two of these main questions : first, the relation of this 
epistle to the account of the founding of the church in the Acts of the 
apostles; and, second, the authenticity of the epistle. To the first 
there is only one answer ; the differences between this epistle and the 
account in the Acts are quite irreconcilable. The contradictions 
between the letter and Acts, too familiar to require detailed mention 
here, are stated in this commentary without any sufficient explanation, 
and yet no attention is drawn to the bearing that they have on the 
relation of the Acts to the epistle. 

The second question, as to the Pauline authorship, is one about 
which it is impossible to speak so decisively. There is very much 
of the Pauline flavor, style, and personnel about the epistle. The 
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difficulty is with the doctrine. It must be remembered that the church 
at Thessalonica was founded during the so-called second missionary 
journey, and that the controversy between Paul and the Jewish party 
in the church began during the interval between the first and second 
journeys. It is impossible to suppose that the church at Thessalonica 
was outside the sphere of this controversy, and yet there is no trace of 
it, nor of the distinctive Pauline doctrine which grew out of it, in the 
epistle. The doctrine is a reproduction, line for line, of the teaching 
of the Twelve in the period immediately following the ascension. The 
epistle belongs, therefore, doctrinally, with the discourses in the early 
part of the Acts, and not with the Pauline epistles. It must be 
remembered that there is no undoubted Pauline epistle which is not 
stamped with this peculiar doctrine, and that St. Paul styles this pecu- 
liar teaching his gospel, meaning that that contains within itself his 
conception of Christ's work, which he preached everywhere. It is not 
a light matter, therefore, to find an epistle supposed to be Pauline 
without that Pauline stamp; and yet this difficulty is treated as a mat- 
ter of no consequence in the commentary. 

It is another instance of the inconsiderate conservatism of this 
commentary that it treats the only other controversial matter in the 
epistle with no discernment of the real point. The writer speaks of the 
exaggerated and unjustifiable expectation of the nearness of our Lord's 
coming entertained by the Thessalonians. They would be justified, he 
thinks, in expecting that return during their lifetime as a possible 
thing, but not at all as a certain thing, whereas everything in the 
epistle itself and in St. Paul's ordinary teaching goes to show that he 
was not sure that it would take place within his lifetime, but was sure 
that it would take place within the life of that generation. 

The commentary has a good deal of a certain kind of erudition 
which is available for the use of other people in both introduction and 
exegesis, but the author himself furnishes little that is valuable in 
either department. E. P. Gould. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 



Anfxdota Oxoniensia. Classical Series, Part VIII. The Dia- 
logues of Athanasius and Zacchceus and of Timothy and Aquila. 
Edited, with Prolegomena and Facsimiles, by Fred. C. 
Conybeare, M.A. Oxford : The Clarendon Press, 1898. 
Pp. lix -f- 104. 7s. 6d. 

This is the promised edition of the " new second-century Christian 
dialogue" (under a safer name), which was already known through an 



